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thd 1 will give you Paſtors according to mine beart, 
who ſhall feed you with knowledge 'and under- 
ſtanding. 


T is at leaſt highly probable , that. of 
thoſe antient Prophecies which concern 
the Extent , and Purity, and - Glory of 
our Saviour's Kingdom, there are ſeyeral 
miich as | yet: have never been accompliſhed: 
Put that before the Conſummation of all things, 
( B there 
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there is yet a time to. come, wherein our Sayi- 
our will once more majraculouſly diſplay the 
Victorious Banner of the Croſs, and go forth 
conquering and to conquer, till he hath cogs 
ſurnmated his Victories in a glarious Trium 
over all the Powers of the Earth ; wherein 
will come with his Fan in. his hand, and 
throughly purge the floor of his Church, from }} | 
all chas Chaſt of Superſticiop and Idolarry, } | 
Schiſms and Herely, Irxeligion and Immorality, Y 
with which it is yet, and hath for many Age, fl « 
been ſpread, and almoſt covered: in theroom 
of which, che truly antient Faith , the ſincac} 0 
Piety, the uriaffected Yertue, the open, gene} 
rous, and unbounded Charity, which Chriſti p 
nity teaches and preſcribes, will be the uni - 
pi 


verſal Livery and cognizance of the Chriſtin 
Wotld ; and as an Iattodugtion ro this glav Þ 
ous Rate ofthings, it is forerold, that Gad yi 
raiſe up in his Church, a great many Paſtonfſ Te! 
and Teachers, eminent for Learning and Wi #\ 
dom, Piery and Virtue, who by the effigy SP! 
of their DoArine, the ſanRicy of their Lixd the 
theprudence of theirxCondut,6 the unweage fot 
ativity of cheir.zeal for God, and the goode'®! ©. 
Souls, will greatly contribute to rhis glotiaſing 
work: of the Converſion of the Heathen, King 


wh 
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the Reformation of the Chriſtian Warld ; for 
this God promiſes in the Text, Aud I will 
Ihe 30 Paſtors after my own heart, &c. And that 

is Promulſe reters to-this future glorious ſtate 
of the Charch is evident : for it is made to the 
Jews upon their reſtoration from their laſt and 
great diſperſion, as you may ſee from v. 12. 
to the Text, which reſtoration of theirs, the 
Ictipture repreſents as the opening and intro» 
duftion of this glorious face of things. 

Before we proceed to the main Argument 
of the Text, it will be neceffary to. inquire, 
who are here meant by Paſtors? Paſtors pro- 
efly ſignify Feeders of Flocks and Herds of 
Feaf , and more particularly Shepherds or 
_ _— wm _ - the Scri- 
ture uſnally expreſles by the Hebrew Rogim, 
mich ans fignifies Paſtors of Beaſts, bur 
metaphorically it Pnifie Rulers and Teachers 
of Men, who1n Scriprore are moſt commonly 
al expreſſed 'by the Hebrew !Parnafm , which 1s 
j the word inthe Text. For thus in Scripture, 
& not only God:himſelf, the Ruler and Teacher 
of the Wortd, noconly Jeſus:Chrift the great 
King and'Propher under God the Father, bur 

Kings alfo who'are God's Vicegerents, are fre- 

* quently Riled Paſtors and Shepherds;/in _ 
B 2 a 
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Kings and Princes according to my own heart, Bur 
beſides Kings, this Title in Scripture is fre- 
quently given to Spiritual Rulers. and Teach: 
ers, thus, Iſay Ivi. 10, 11. the blind and ignorant 
Watchmen, by. which all Expoſitors underſtand 
the Ecclefiaftick Governours and Teachers, 
are called dumb dogs, and ſhepherds that cannot uns 
derſtand. So alſo Jer. 1. 6. My people have been 
loſt ſheep, their ſhepherds have cauſed *em to go aſtray, 
i.e, Their Prophets and Teachers. have mil; 
guided 'em, and fo in ſundry other place, 
And in the New Teſtament the very office of 
Biſhops and Teachers, is frequently deſcribed 
by feeding the Flock of Chriſt ;and the Apoſtle, 
enumerating, the ſeveral. Orders of. Miniſter 
which Chriſt had inſtituted in his Church,men 
tions among 'em Paſtors and Teachers, Eph. iy, 
14. which Title of Paſtors ſeems. to. haye been 
derived from the Jewiſh Synagogue, in which 
there were three Parnaſm, or Paſtors, whok 
office it was to Rule and Teach, to adminiſter 
Juſtice to the People , and to inftruct 'em-in 
the Law ;. and: accordingly, by Paſtors al 


Chriſtian Antiquity underſtands Biſhops and] 


ſpiritual Guides and Teachers, who in all Ec- 


cleſiaſticil 


laſt ſenſe, ſundry Expoſitors will have the 
word underſtood in the Text, I. will give 'em 
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cleſiaſtical Writings are frequently dignified 
with this ſtile of Paſtors: and in this latter ſenſe, 
viz, of Eccleſiaſtical Rulers and Teachers, 1 
conceive the word Paſtors is more peculiarly, 
meant in the Text ; where it is ſaid, that theſe 
% Þ Paſtors ſhould feed 'em with Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, that is, according.to the moſt natu- 
ral ſignification of the words, ſhall inſtru you. 
in the true knowledge of God, and of. Religi- 
on, according to that of Mal. ii. 7. The Prieſts 
9: Wl bps ſhould keep knowledge , and they ſhould ſeek the 
la at his mouth ; for be is the. Meſſenger of the 
Sl Lord of Hoſts. Though 1 confeſs, the words 


ol may import. no more than ----- who ſhall rule 
le yu with Prudence and Diſcretion; as it is ſaid 
Y of David, That he fed the people.of Tſrael according 


t.the integrity, of his beart , and guided them with 
eV Y the okillfulneſs of his hand, Pſal.lxxviii. 7 2. But this 
later ſenſe being more.forced and critical, we 
| gupht, according to the moſt known rules of 
interpretation, to.prefer the former, which is 
molt natural ; and then by Paſtors here, muſt 
te underſtood the ſpiritual Rulers and Teach- 
ss, viz, the Biſhops and Presbyters of the 
church , whoſe peculiar office it. is to. teach 
'$ad inſtruct the People, in the Knowledge of 
Food and. of Religion. So then, that which 

God 
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God here Profiles is this, That he will 
much adyenceanhd-raile the Rate of his Church 
in the latter diys : for lo v. 16, 4, 18. Tn theſe 
days, :ſaith'the Lord, they ſhall jay no more, the 4rk 
of -the Covenant of the Lord ; neither ſhall it come to 
min; -meither. ſhall" they remember it 4 neither 
they vifit it ; neither ſhall that be dome any more. 
For then ſhall their Ceremonial worſhip be ut 
cerly aboliſhed, of which the Atk of the Cove- 
-nant was a principal part ; and they that wor- 
ſhip ſhall worſhip in ſpirit and in truth. And 
then he tells *em, at that time they ſhall call Jerw 
ſalem 'the Throne of the Lord , and all the Natins 
ſhall be gathered unto it, in the name of the Lordi 
Jeruſalem ; neither ſhall they walk-any more after th 
imagination of their evil heart : and in thoſe days th 
houſe of Judah ſhall walk with the houſe of Iſrael, ail 
they ſhall cone together out of the Land of the North 
to the land that T have given for an inberitance to thit 
Fathers. Which glorious'things, being yer fat 
the moſt part anaccomplifhed, muſt 'be reſet 
ved for future'Apges : and in Order'to then. 
trodii&tion of this'glorious ſtate of things, Golf - * 
promiſes that he will give 'em ſpiritual Guide]. 
and Paſtors after his own heart, Cc. 7 

The'words, thus explained, neceſlarily imy - 
port this Propoſition , which ſhall be the lobJ + 
ject of the enſuing Diſcourſe ; Tha 
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{That ſuch ſpiritual Guides and Paſtors as are ac- 
cgding to God's own heart, do very much conduce to 
the glory, and beauty, and perfeFtion of the Church. 
I; proſecution of which Argument, I ſhall en- 
K2your 

L Toſhew what choſe qualifications are: 
which render Men Paſtors according 
to God's own heart. 

I. In what reſpeRts Paſtors fo qualified, 
do conduce to the glory, and beauty, 
and perfection of the Church. 

L Firſt, We will ſhew, What thoſe Quali- 
kcations are which render Men Paſtors after 
God's own heart, For God doth not approve 
« fdilzpprove of Men in any ſtate or capacity 
wt.of-a fond reſpect or partiality to their Per- 
bn; Perſons, as ſach, are all alike, and indif- 
went to him-: and-ir is qnly their Qualificaci- 
wy that do diſtinguiſh 'em in hjs eſteem and 
#&8ion. Now there are thefe chreg Qualifir 
aons necellary. to render Men Paſtors after 
, 5 own heart : #232063] 
ey. . Firft, Their being lent and commiſſions 
Go * ed by God. 

Way... Secondly, Their being throughly igſtruct- 

_ |: £9 in the knowledge of God's mind 
ly i andyill © | 
od Thirdly, 
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"Thrdh, "Their being exemplary in their 
©: -- + Converſation of the goodneſs and pt 
rity.of their own Do&trine. 

'Firft, To- qualify Men for being Paſtors af 
ter God's own heart, it's neceſlary that they by 
fent and commiſſioned by him. For ſuch a 
are God's Paſtors, do at in God's ſtead , and 
are his ſpiritual Vicegeretits in the 'Church: 
and hence they are ſaid to'pray menin Chriſt's ted 
89: be riconciled to God, 2 Cor.'v. 20. And a 
Chriſt is ſtiled the ſupream Shepherd under 
God the Sovereign Paſtor of the Church; þ 
they under Chriſt are ftiled the Overſeers p 
Shepherds in the flncky to feed the Church of Gal, 
Ys xx. 28. and their office is to feed the flock 
God, and to take the overſight thereof, 1 Per. v."u 
and as'Chrift was his Father's Embaſſadot' 
the Wold, iſo they are ſtiled the Embaſſador 
Chriſt, 1 Cor.v. 20. and ſeeing by their offi 
theyaQt in the ſtead of Chriſt, as Chriſt c 
mM the ſtead of God, and are is ſpiritual Pro 
ies and Subſtitutes in his Kingdom it is ne 
fry they ſhould be commiſhoned by Tay, 
therwiſe inſtead of being his Under- Leobenk 
they are Thieves thar break into his Fold, 
there uſarp his Power and Authority, ani 
cordingly you find, that in the- very lane ff 
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that Chriſt was ſent from the Father, thacis, 
# his Authoriſed and Commiſſioned Minifter, 
to at for him, and in his ſtead. Theſe Under- 
Paſtors of his Flock were ſent from Chriſt ; as 
the Father ſent me, ſaith he, ſo ſend Tyou ; that is,: 
amy. Commiſſioned Miniſters, to a&t for me 
indin my ftead, John xx. 21. And to ſhew, that 
this was the intention of his ſending '*em, he 
tells 'em, be that heareth you, beareth me, becauſe 
you ſpeak from me, and I by you ; and he that 
Gſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ; and be'that deſpiſeth me, 
x 26 him that ſent me ; becauſe you by vertue 

Is my Mifon repreſent me, even as I by 
vertue of my Father's Miſſion repreſent him, 


Lake x. 16. And as he ſent 'em to att in his 


«Bf tad, and by his authority, ſo in ſending 'em 


he transferred upon 'em. all the powers of his 
own Miſſion from the Father, in which is ins 


ey duded the ſame Authority to ſend others, that 
uy he had to ſend them, that ſo they might de- 


neetheir Miſſion to others, . as he did his to 
the, through all fucceeding Generations. Fot 


* Yinleſs by ſending them he gave 'em the ſame 
MW arhoricy to propagate their Miſſion to' others, 


FL. 
: Keim as; his Father ſent him, ſince hemuſt have 
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Ghis Father gave him to propagate his Miſſion 
Ik them;; | how could. he truly ſay, that be-ſens 
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ſent 'em without that very authority from his 
Father, by vertue of which he ſent them ? And 
this it's plain, the Apoſtles did believe was ins 
cluded intheir Commiſſion, ſeeing without any 
other authority, at leaſt that we kno of, they 
afterwards proceeded to ordain and commiſi 
on others; and thereby to impower them ſtill 
to derive the ſame commiſſion to others, ahd 
fo on in a continued ſucceſſion to the end df 
the World, as is evident by innumerable in 
fancesin the New Teſtament,and eſpeciallyia 
thoſe two famous ones of Timothy and Tins, the 
firſt Biſhops of Epheſus and Creet. Thus Chi 
ordained the Apoſtles, the Apoſtles ordained 
the firſt Biſhops, and theſe ordained their Col. 

ues and Succeſſors; and fo: through the 
Epiſcopal hands have the Holy Orders been 
all along derived, in a continued Succeſſion 
from-one Generation to another, as is notor- 
ous, not only from all Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
but even from St. Ferem himſelf, who though 
he ſometimes; our*of a particular pique, 
deayours to level Biſhops with Presbyters, i 
yet fain to do it with an Excepta Ordiw 
tione. Seeing therefore our Saviour hat 
thus intailed his Miffion from God :upon'4 
ſucceeding Paſtors of the Church, agd r 
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ſuch care to conſign ir down to all furure Ages: 
| think iti8 a plain caſe, thatthey who intrude 
themſelves into the Paſtoral Office without it, 
at leaſt where it may be had , are fo far from 
being Paſtors after God's own heart, that he 
looks upon 'etn as ſo many lawleſs Uſurpers and 
Invaders of his Authority. "Oþ 
| Secondly, To qualify Men for being Paſtors 
afer God's own heart, it's neceſſary that they 
ſhould be chroughly inſtruted in the know- 
ledge of God's Mind and Will ; for their Office 
is to be Guides of Souls, and how ſhould they 
. be Guides to others, who know not the wa 
themſelves ? If the blind lead the blind, ſaith our 
Saviour, both ſhall fall into the ditch ; and accord- 
ingly God charges the ruine of his pegple upon 
the Ignorance of the Prieſts, for which he 
threatens to reje&t 'em 3; Ay people are deſtroyed 
for lack of knowledge: becauſe thou haſt rejete 
lkdye 1 will rejeft thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt to 
me, Hoſc iii. 6. And 'tis a dreadful charge he 
gives againſt the iggorant Prieſts of Iſrael, his 
watchmen are blmd, they are all ignorant, they are all 
dumb Dogs, they cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, lo- 
ll Ving to ſlumber , and they are ſhepherds that cannot 
I wnderſtand, Way lvi. 10,41. But as for the Pa- 


- if tors after God's own heart, a main part of 
| {i C 2 their 
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their Character, according to St. Paul is, that 
they be apt or fit to teach, which they cannot be 
till chey himlſelves be firſt caught and inſtructed, 
1 Tim. iii. 2, *Tis true indeed, when the Gol: 
pel lay hid in the eternal Councils of God, ir 
was meceflary that he ſhould immediately re- 
veal it to the minds of thoſe who were to de- 
clare it to the World; otherwile it is impoſſible 
it ſhould ever have been known to Mankind, 
But when once he hadſully revealed it to them, 
and declared it by 'em , and had tranſmitted 
their Declaration by a ſtanding Scripture to all 
ſucceeding Generations ; to what end ſhould 
he ſtill proceed to make new Revelations, un- 
leſs it be ſuppoſed, either that he had not ſuff- 
ciently revealed his Goſpel to them, or that he 
hath ſtill forme new Goſpel to reveal ? For 0- 
therwiſe to continue immediate Revelation, 
would be only aftum agere , to multiply acti 
ons to no. purpole, unleſs it were to gratify 
Mens ſloth and idleneſs, and excuſe 'em from 
the trouble of ſearching and ſtudying the Scri- 
pture, in which he hath ſufficiently tranſmit- 
ted his mind- and will to. the World. But 
though God will never be wanting to Man- 
kind in any neceſſary aſſiſtance z yet when 
once he hath put things within our own power, 
| he 
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| he expects we (ſhould do 'em,. and not fic ſtill 


with our hands in our Pockets, expecting that 
he ſhould do 'em for us. | Since therefore by 
tranſmitting to us the Scripture, he hath pur ic 
within the power of the Paſtors of the Church 
to underſtand and teach his mind and will; he 
expects chey ſhould exerciſe that power in a di- 
lgent ſtudy of thole things which lead to the 
underſtanding of ir, and.nor depend upon new 
Revelations, for the underſtanding of thoſe 
things which are already. ſufficiently revealed. 
For thus, tll che Old Teſtament was finiſhed, 
God continued the Spirit of Prophecy in the 
Jewiſh Church, after which he immediately 
withdrew ir, and wholly remitced his people 
to the conduct of the Prieits and Levites, who 
in their 48. Cities, which were fo many Uai- 
verſities for their. Education in divine learning, 
diligently read and ſtudjed the Law, and there- 
by accompliſhed chemlelves to preach and ex 
doin it to the people. *And in like mannerGod 
continued the ſame Spirit of Prophecy in the 


| Chriſtian Church till the New Teftament was. 
' Yievealed and written, and Copies of ir diſper- 
kd through all the Churches, and from thence= 


orth the: Spirit of Prophecy ceaſed, and in the 
toom of its firſt. inſpired Miniſters, there ſuc- 
| . ceeded 
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ceeded an ordinary ſtanding Miniſtry, who by 
their learning, and induſtry,and diligent ſearch 
of Scripture, were to ſupply the defect of im- 
mediate Revelation, and to qualify themſelves 
foteach and inſtruct the ſeyeralFlocks commir- 
red to their charge : in ofder whereunto, a ve 
ry large Compals of Knowledge is required; 
it being not ſufficient for 'em, {1mply to know 
and underſtand the ſeveral Articles and Propo- 
ficions of Religion : but they muſt alſo be able 
ro deduce from 'em their jolt and natural inke- 
rences, and be furniſhed with proper Medium 
to aſſert and prove 'em, and with ſtrong and 
powerful per{waſions, to prels and inforce 'em 
upon the Minds and Conſciences of the Peo- 
ple. For which end it's neceſlary , chat they 


ſhould be inſtructed , not only in the art of | 


reaſoning , but alſo in natural and revealed 
Theology, and in moral Philoſophy, that fo 
they may be able to explain the particular Of 
fices of Piety and Divine Worſhip, and the nx 


tures of the particular Vertues and Vices they |, 


exhort to, and dehort from, and to enforce 


'em. with the Eternal Reaſons of Good and 7; 
Evil : but above all it's neceſſary , that they 


ſhould be well acquainted with the Holy Sctt 
pture, that great Oracle of Truth, which from 
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God's own Mouth declares his Will to the 
World : and that in order to this, they ſhould 
be. competently Skilled in the Original Lan- 
guages, in the Hiſtory, and Rights and Cu- 
toms -of the Ages wherein they were - writ. 
And ſeeing it is the Paſtor's Office, not only to 
F propound, bur alſo to aflert and maintain the 

' Þ holy cruchs. of Religion, (which through the 
vaſt multiplication of Errors and Herthes, are, 
' Þf 2nd have always been; very hardly-beſet) ro ac- 
compliſh him for this part of his office; it's 

: —_— that he ſhould be'well acquain- 
= with the true ſtates of 'Controverſtes, with 
he Hiſtory of Chriſtian Theology, ' and of the 
nle and progreſs of the ſeveral Errors\and He- 
refies with which it hath always been oppo» 
"ey kd, fo as to be able to trace up,thoſe poiſon- 
© | ousſtreams to their Fountain Heads. -1 do not 
> faychat all theſe things are abſolutely neceflary 


wrender Men Paſtors afrer God's own heart :_ 


OFF £21 make no doube bur a good Man that 


alitle Jearning do a great deal of good, and 
beable at laſt co render a comfortable accounr 
efthe charge committed to him. Bur cercainly 
tender a>Man'a Paſtor accomplifhe ac all 
ms, and for ali-parts of isofficey requires a 

very 
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roughly underſtands his Religion, may with 
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very large and comprehenſive Knowledge. 
 Thirdg-and laſtly, To qualifie Men for be 
ing Paſtors-after God's own heart, it's neceſſary 
chat'they ſhould beexemplary in their Conver- 
{ations of the goodneſs and purity of their owa 
Dog&trine : :and indeed this. is ſo neceſſary, that 
withour-itthe two former are of little ſignif- 
caricy'in the eſteem of God; 'cis this alone in- 
dears the Man to God : and how well ſoever 
he may be amhoriſed to his Office, or accom: 
pliſhed in his intelleQuals, unleſs the Man be 
approved of God, the Paſtor can never be ac- 
cording. to God's own heart. And indeed a 
good Life.is {o neceſſary to qualify Men for the 
Paſtoral Office, that withour it it's hardly con- 
ceivable how they can ever be ſucceſsful in the 
diſcharge of ig. For the generality of the peo 
ple underſtand with their Eyes, and believe 
with their Senſes ; if they ſee us live as if we 
| believed our own Do&rine, they will believe 
it too :: but if not, they will be apt to come 
clude, that we {ee no.ground to believe what Beer 
we teach **tm; and fromthence to infer, that 
there is none, ſeeing if there were, one would ko 
; think it is impoſſible, but we whoſe buſineſs it he 
. is toſtudy Religion, ſhould cafily ſeeand find iuhhe 
Thus when Paſtors openly: contradi& in theith 
| LivesÞ.;. 
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Lives, what they teach with cheir Mouths, they 
thereby unteach their own Dodtrine, and in 
&&& cell their People, it is all an ungrounded 
impoſture ; and that even Religion ic ſelf, how 
talouſly ſoever they ſeem to contend for it, is 
intheir opinion/a meer Caſtle in the: air, that 
bach no foundation, bur only inthe invention 
of Knaves, and in the faith of: Fools; Thus 
when che vulgar behold Religion proftituted, 
bythe Hypacritical Profeflors of-it; to baſe and 
mworthy ends, this ſhocks their Faith more 
than a thouſand Atheiftical Reaſons. They 
have ſeen-ſhrewd and crafty Men-uſe their Re- 
ligion as Juglers do their Boxes, for no ather 
ad but only to play tricks with it, ang delude 
and-colen th SL and well meaning : and 
ence they firſt ſuſpe&, and art laſt conclude, 
Thatit is only a politick device contrived for ſe- 
cular ends and purpoſes. Of the tmuth of which 
leAge we live in is a forrowtul inſtance : for 
oft: to ſcorn and deſpiſe Religion, is now no lon- 
hat Feet the Prerogative of Wits and Gallants ; but 
hit hhe- infeftion is ſpread and propagated into 
ops and Stalls, and even among the Rabble 
dereare Apoſtles of Atheiſm and Impiety: and 
WInmence ſhould this proceed ? Is it to be ſuppo- 

@, that fuch as theſe Philoſopize themſelves 

Net? D into 
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into Infidelicy.? thar theſe foundtheir Atheiſt 
cal Principles uporrrhe-ſage Hyporhefes; 'cith 
of Epicurus, or ' Ariſtotle "©, no, theit argh 
ment lies near homie, and more” open to thei 
Capacities; they: have ſeen-a World 'of by 
tricks plaid 'under Religious diſguiſes,” whis 
rempts '*em'to'conclude, that Religion it tel 
is thothing but/a trick and diſguiſe : Bit whe 
they ſee thoſewho are the Miniſters of Rel 
tion, live'in a'direct oppoſttion to*thoſe ye 
Lawvs of it which they themfelves preſcribeand 
reach , the /moſt natural inference they 6 
make. of it is; That they miniſter to Relipid 
' for no-other end but: ro make their Fortune 
and gain a good fubſiftance by it; and conk 
quently, that they look apon Religion it & 
a&nothing; but a ſecular Trade. And while 
ive the people fach reaſon 'to fuſpe&& thaty 
i not believe our own Dodtrine*, how © 
we expect that they ſhould believe ir, we 
are'farleſscapable'to judge of the reaſonk 
evidence-tipoh which it sfounded 2 Wherefit 
ic was-not without very:great reaſon, 'thats 
Paul exhorts his Son Timothy to be an Exih 
to the Believers, m Word , in Converſation; "V: 
Charity, in 'Spirit , m Faith, 'in Purity, 1 TW 
ii. '12. where you haye the particulars , W® 


1 
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it | which-more eſpecially Paſtors ought to be Ex- 

+ amples ro. others, 1. In Word, 2. Þn Con- 

bl derfation. 3. In Charity. 4. tn Faith. 5. In 

Sprit, 6. In Purity. Of each of which 1 
fall-diſcourle very briefly. 

«lf +... 4. In Word, that is, as 1 conceive, in ob» 
"WE frviog a decent gravity in diſcourſe ; for juſt 
hall before the Apoſtle had adviſed him ſo to be- 
Kal have bimlelf, as chat no Man might deſpiſe his 

"ll Youth-:- and in ordex to-that, that farſt of all 
and ls ſhould be exemplary in word, that is, that 
af his diſcourle ſhould not be as young Mens uſe 
ill o-be, vain, or light, or ſ{currilous, or pro- 
nel ghane 3; but that it ſhould be well poiled be- 
a6 tween the vicious extreams , ſo as neither on 
"ll the one hand, to be over youthful, gay and 

ff folick 3 -nor on the other, to be ſour and mos» 
44 rofpſtarche and formal : which latter though it 
all may; take with leſs diſcerning people, will ren- 
kl 4&2 Man ſuſpeted,by thole who logk farther 
if tun the ourlide, either of great emprinels, or 
fog le Hypocriſy ; whereas a decens gpennels 
tHIJad freedom, of Diſcourſe, mingled with feri- 
wi aGels, gives ir both Charm and Authority, 


;"<Y.which ic profes and delights Ear, and 
eatertains the Mind with a chearful Edificatis 


++ - So that by obſerving a decent gravity in 
Ch bc | D 2 our 
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upon*what we fay, which at once pleaſes, in 
ftrucs, and aws thole that hear us. ; 

2. In Conyerſation , which Grotius ren- 
ders in a {ſweet and obliging deportment, t» 
carry our ſelves at an equal diſtance, from 
contempt and haughtineſs on the one hand,and 
ſneaking and glavering on the other ; both 
which, in the judgment of all diſcerning Men, 
render us equally mean and contemptible. 
For to contemn another, is to behave ones {df 
above ones ſelf : and to ſneak to another, is to 
behave ones ſelf beneath ones ſelf : and forx 
Prince to cringe, or for a Peaſant to inſult, ate 
equally ridiculous. But he who in his Conyer- 
fation obſerves a juſt equality, (ſo as neither to 
be too aſſuming, nor too proſtrate; that treats 
his inferiours and equals courteouſly and affs 
bly ; and his ſuperiours and equals with a mv 
deft freedom and aſſurance) ſhews himſelf both 
a wiſe, and an humble Man, that underſtand 
the juſt yalue both of hiraſetf and others ; and 
by ſuch a juſt demeanour, he can hardly fai 
of obliging all he converfes with ; but only 
ſach, as either underyalue him, or over-yali 
themſelves. * | 

3+ In Charity, that is, in an hearty 
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good will and forward benehicence to all Men, 
25/-we have opportunity; in. being ready to 
ſupply *em in their neceſlities, to counſel '*em 
in their difficulties, to aſſiſt 'em in their juſt 
pretenſions, to pur fair interpretations on their 
ations, to bear with their pitiable prejudices, 
to-make juſt allowances for their infirmities, to 
pitty their follies and miſcarriages, and uſe all 
gentle means to reclaim 'em ; to be long-luffer- 

ing under their provocations, and gentle and 

ealy to be intreated : thele are the great acts of 
Charity, in which Paſtors ought to be exems» 
pry to the people ; and by being ſo, they 

will take the moſt effeCtual courle, not only to 
propagate this excellent grace to others, which 
includes the one half of Religion : bur alſo co 
erect themſelves a lure Empire in the.hearts of 
their People ; by which powerful intereſt, they 
wil be much more effeCtually inabled to ſub- 
due 'em to the obedience of the Goſpel, which 
isthe great end of their profeſſion. 

-, - 4- In Spirit, that is, in an active 
and fprightful zeal for the glory of God, and 
the good of Souls ; ſuch as renders 'em. indu- 
ſtrious in their Paſtoral Office, in feeding, go- 
verning and inſtructing the Flocks committed 
totheir Charge. For certainly, if for Men P 
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be diligenvin their Callings, (be a. part of their 
Religion ;-for Paſtors ro be. diligent in theirs. 
is a main. part of. their Religion ; there 
being no. Calling in the World wherein Reli || | 
gion-is1o- nearly concerned, and upon which: || | 
Religion-lays {o-much ſtreſs, and charges fo. f| | 
ſevere anaccount. - For ſo St. Paul tells us, that 
the Paſtor's Office is to watch for the Souls of 
Men ; and 'that 'his Charge is to give an ac- 
count of 'em, Heb. xiii. 17. [And certainly, he 
whole Office it is to watch over ſo rich a 'Trea- 
ſure, as the Souls of Men, and whoſe burthen 
is £0 give an. account, at:his own eternal pe- 
ril, for all chat are Joſt through his negligence, 
had need'be very active and diligent, in the 
diſcharge of ſo vaſt and dangerous a truſt. 

5." In. Faith, that is, 'as I ſuppoſe, in 
an immoveable Conftancy and Fidelity to our 
Religion, in holding faſt the form of ſound 
words, and contending earneſtly for the Faith 
that was once delivered to theSaints; not indu- 
ring either.to be huft or wheedled out of the pro- 
fefſion of truth. For as Chriſtians, we take up our 
Religion, with this condition,to die for it, rather 
than to part with ir ; but as Chriſtian Paſtors, 
Chriftianity itſelf is more peculiarly recommen- 
ded to our Care,to be preleryed intire and invio- 
lable; | 
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hble'; -and as fuch, to be handed down, by 
us/'t6 the Generations to come. - So 1 Tim.'vi. 
260. 0 Tumothy, keep that which was committed to 

truſt; which elſewhere he thus expreſſes, 
hold faſt the form of ſound words, or the true Chri- 
ſtian Faith commited to thy charge, 2 Tim. i. 
13. and in order to his fo doing , he charges 
him not only to be careful ro preſerve it him- 
ſelf ; but alſo to commit it to faithful Men, 
that is, to faithful Paſtors, who ſhould be care- 

to teach it to others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2. Thus 
God delivered in truft his holy mind and will 
tothe Primitive Paſtors, by chem to be handed 
down intire and pure to their Succeſlors ; and fo 
he chrough all ſucceeding Generations : and be- 
|| cauſe he foreſaw, that it would neceſſarily con- 
ny tract ſoil and corrnption , by being delivered 
ut F down through ſo many impure hands, there- 
nd F fore he hath bequeathed to 'us the holy Scri- 
th pture- for a ſtanding rule, whereby each ſuc- 
us &eding Generation might be able to reform 
& | theprofeſfion of it , from the errorsand cor- 
ur} tiptions'which-it ſhould contract in its paſſage 
& | down from the Generations before em. - - And 
thus hath Chriſtianity been derived down to us 
of-this Generation. viz,- By the 'conſtant and 
couragious Profeſhion' of all 'the preceding Pa- 


ſtors 
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ſtors of the Church, regularly reformed by thy 
Rule of Scripture, from the Corruptions it had 
contracted in its deſcent through the Ages be- 
fore-us. And as we owe our Chriſtianity to the 
conſtant Profeſſion of preceding Paſtors, many 
of whom have ſent it down to ns, Sealed with 
. their Blood; fo we owe the delivery of it, by 
our conſtant Profeſſion of ir, down to ſucceed- 
ing Generations: iti which if we fail, we are 
not only falſe and perfidious to the moſt ſacred 
truſt that- ever was committed to Men, but {6 
far as in us lies, we ſtop the Current of our 
holy Religion down to ſucceeding Ages, and 
do our beſt endeavours to intercept this Hes 
venly Light, which hath ſhone down to ws 
from our Predeceſlors , from ſhining down 
from us upon our Succellors. 

6. And laſtly, Another Excellency 
wherein Paſtors are to be exemplary is, in Pu- 
rity, that is, in abſtaining from all fleſhly Luſts, 
from Worldly Mindedneſs, Intemperance and 
Wantonnels : for the great deſign. of the Relis 
gion' we teach is, to abſtra&t and wean Men 
from ſenſe and ſenſual Injoyments, that theres 
upon they may acquire a ſincere reliſh of divine 
and ſpiritual goods, which are the great Epter- 
tainments upon which they muſt hye for ever 
that 
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that ſo, when they leave this World of ſenſual 
things, they may carry hence with 'em ſuch 
grateful preſenſions, and foretaſts of the joys 
and pleaſures of the ſpiritual World, as to be 
able to live contented. with, and happy upon 
'em to Eternal Ages. And this being the great 
deſign of the Religion we profeſs and teach, 
we are peculiarly concerned to teach it by our 
Example, as well as by eur Doctrine ; other- 
wile "twill be thought by thoſe chat hear us, 
that we per{ſwade them to a Spiritual Life, for 
no other end, but only to get the Monopoly 
of ſenſual Injoyments to our ſelves. Wherefore 
in order to the adyancing this great deſign of 
our Religion, it's neceſſary, that by hs 
our ſelves from ſenſual Lufts, and by the Ex- 
ample of our heavenly mindedneſs, we ſhould 
indeayour to convince ourPeople, That wedo 
not place our Happinels in the gratifications of 
our Senſe; but that we look upon our ſelyes as 
born to higher Hopes, and that our great Ex- 
peQation is beyond the Grave. 

- Having thus diſpatched the farlt thing I pro- 
ws , Which was to ſhew, What or who: 
mole Paſtors are that are according to God's 
own heart ; I ſhall touch very briefly upon the 
kcond, viz; 


E IL. How 
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H. How much ſuch Paſtors do con- 
duce tq the Glory, and Beauty, and perfe&j- 
on of che Church. In. ihorr, the Glory and 
Perfeftion of a Church as ſuch, principally 
confiſts in the following particulars : Firſt, I 
ſoundneſs of Faith. Secondly, In Puriry df 
Worſhip. Thirdly, In vigour of Diſcipline, 
Fourthly, In unity of Cormmunion and Aﬀe. 
Eion. Fifthly, In fanCiity of Manners. To 
all which, ſuch Paſtors as are according to 
God's own heart, do very greatly cow 
duce. ; 

Firſt, In ſoundneſs of Faith, to which ther 
1s nothing can more conduce, than Pious and 
Learned Paſtors ; who being not only purgel 
from thoſe vicious Aﬀections, which arc won 
to ſeduce Men into Errors and Hereſies ; and 
not only inſpired with an hearty zeal for Truth, 
but alſo accompliſhed with-Parts and Learni 
to diſtinguiſh berween Truth and Falſh 
and to ſeparate the Innovations of falſe Teac 
ers from the antient truths of Chriſtianity, car 
not but be highly inſtrumental to the reſtoring 

" the Faith of their Churches, whereever they 
find it corrupted and ſophiſticated, to irs Print 
tive Luſtre and Simplicity. wad) 

Secondly, In purity of Worſhip ; for the 


end 
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o» end of all Church-Aſlemblies being to wor- 
&i- | ſhip God, and the worſhip of God conliſting 
andfÞ in a devout acknowledgment of the infinite 


perfe&tions of his nature, by ſuch internal and 
external a&ts, as right, realon and revelation 
direts : to be ſure all ſuch as are cruly de- 
ine, Þ yout, and fincerely affefted with the Divine 


\ﬀe. Þ Perfetions , muſt look upon themſelyes, as 
Tofj greatly concerned to worſhip God, in ſuch 
to] manner as is molt ſuicable ro his Will and Na- 


on | ture; that fo inſtead of making an honourable 
acknowledgment of his perfteCtions in their 
worſhip, they may not ſeem to ridicule and 
digrace 'em. And this the Paſtors of the 
Church are more peculiarly concerned in, who 
being the Guides and Directors of the publick 
Worthip, muſt, if they-are truly Pious, be ve- 
ry jealous of the worſhip of God, to fee it 
maintained in, or reſtored to its Primitive Pu- 
tity and Perfe&tion : and conlequently, if they 
ae Judicious as well as Pious, and can diftin- 


with Idolatry for the future : 
| LE 2 


iſh berween true Worſhip and falſe, to be 
ing where they find it true and pure, they 
will uſe their utmoſt endeavour to preſerve it 
; and take all poſlible care, that it be nei- 
ther defaced with Superſtition , nor blended 
and where they 

find 
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find it hath contrated ruſt and corruption, 
will be no leſs ſollicitous to-reſtore it to its na- 
tive luſtre. | 
Thirdly, A Churches Glory and PerfeRtion 
conſiſts allo in the vigour of its Diſcipline, in 
the juſt and vigilant Adminiſtration of the 
Power of the Keys, in admoniſhing ſuch asgo 
aſtray, in excluding 'em the Communion of 
the Church if they continue obſtinate, and 
re-admitting 'em upon their Repentance;which 
Power our Saviour committed to the hands of 
his Apoſtles, and was from them derived to 
the Biſhops their Succeſlors, as a. SpiritualRod, 
to chaſtize and reduce thole ſtragling Sheep df 
their Flocks, upon whom the gentler methods 
of Religion ſhould prove inefſeQual : andin 
thoſe purer Ages of: the Church, wherein this 
Power was maintained inits due and regular 
exercile, and: it was not proſtituted to ſerve 
humane paſſions and ſecular ends, it very rare 
ly failed of its deſigned effet. And to thi 


- day in. the Greek: Church, where the ſpiritual 


Cenſures are adminiſtred, though with great 
Corruption by thoſe in whoſe hands our Savi 
our and his Apoſtles depoſited it; there is 
no corporal Coercion whatſoever ſo tremene 
dous to thePeople as that of Excommunication, 


and 
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and this not without juſt reaſon;. For if Men 
have any reverence for the authority of Chriſt, 
or any dread of his Tribunal ; doubtleſs to be 
juſtly excluded from his Kingdom upon Earth, 
and from the Priviledges and Communities 
thereof, by thoſe whom he himſelf hath im- 
powred to exclude , muſt in their eſteem be 
the next degree of puniſhment to their being 
actually excluded from his Kingdom-in Hea- 
ven. Whenever therefore this Power falls into 
the hands of ſuch Biſhops and Paſtors,, as do 
not only apparently derive it in a lineal Suc- 
ceſion from our Saviour , but will alſo take 
are to adminiſter ic with Prudence, Equity, 
and Juſtice 3 the dread of it muſt needs be a 
mighty influence upon. the Lives of all ſuch 
Chriſtians as have any regard to the Authority 
of God; and our Saviour. 

Fourthly, A Churches Glory and: PerfeCti- 
on: conſiſts in unity of Communion and affe- 
Qions, ſo that there be no Schiſms in the Body, 
but that all. irs Members being incorporate in 
the (ame Communion, be knit and faftned-ca 
one another by the ligaments of mutual Love 
and Charity ; to which excellent effe&, there 
snothing in the World can more conduce, 
than Learned, Prudent , and Pious Paſtors ; 
F who. 
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who by wiſely ſtating the different Opiniom || © 
upon which Men divide, will ſet *em neare || « 
rogether, and in many Caſes reduce the Con- | ( 
troverſie to a meer quarrel about words ; who  þ 
by prudent expedients will fo adjuſt and rem 
per the different intereſts of diflering Parties, a ÞÞ 
ro render them fairly conſiſtent ; who by the | þ 
gravity of their diſcourſe, and the integrity ÞÞ 4 
and obligingneſs of their behaviour, cannot If th 
Fail to wind themlelves into the eſteem and af Þl ], 
fetions of both Parties ; whereby they willbe þ| p 
the better inabled to {weeten and influence Þ xr 
their mutual animolities, and to reduce 'em to IN & 
a better underſtanding of one another. Inaff 
word, who by their gentleneſs to the froward || & 
and peeviſh, their condeſcention to the inno- Þ xr 
cently prejudiced, and their honeſt moderation | 
to all, will be continually pouring a ſoft ard |} 
healing Balm into the bleeding Wounds of | & 
their Churches ; and if ir be poſſible, fo efle Nis 
Quually mediate between the divided Parties, | 
as at length to unite *er in the ſame Commw 
\-nion, and cement their divided hearts and 
affections. 

Fiſchly and laſtly, The Glory and PerfeRi UP 
-on of a Church conſiſts alſo in ſanctity d lor 
Manners ; to promote which alſo, nothing Þ4& 
can 
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ons f can be more conducive than Paſtors according 
rer ff to God's own heart. For firſt, cheir being 
20- | Commilſfoned from God, in a continued viſt- 
ho Þ ble Succeſſion from our Saviour, to teach and 
ms» | govern his Flock ; muſt give cheir DoEtrine a 
4 | jery great anchority in the minds of all that 
the I have any reverence for God, and thereby ren- 
ity © der it more prevalent and effeftual : and then 
wot | their Doctrine, ſuppoling they are Pious and 
ab Þ Learned, will be throughout holy, and in all. 
be I points rending to promote the intereſt of Piety 
ice | and Vertue ; and above all, their holy Do- 
to &rine will-be backe and inforc'd by their holy 
1 2 © Examples, which will preach more effe&tually 
ard chan their Tongues: For whereas Precepts 
n0- I and Diſcourles of Vertue, are only the dead 
ion | Piftures, and artificial Landskips and deſcrip- 

rd I tions of it ; a vertuous Example is Vercue ie 
of B Bf informed and animated, alive and-in'trio- 

fle- F ton, exerting and exhibiting ir ſelf before our 

ies, I Eyes in all its natural Charms and Graces. 

nw þ And therefore as we know a Man much betrer 

nd F when we ſee him alive and in ation, thats 

when we only fee his Pifture: fo Vertue and 

a FPiety are much better underſtood, and better 

of [lbyed by Mick. when they ſee 'ern living and 

ng Jifting in k6%y Examples, than when they only 
an |” | 


hear 


-— 
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hear 'em deſcribed and Pi&tured in vertuousPre. 
cepts and Diſcourſes. When therefore their 
Paſtoral Authority, their Doctrine and Exam. 
ple, ſhall all conſpire to advance the Intereſ 
of Piety and Vertue in the World ; to be ſure 
they muſt have a powerful influence upon the 
Lives and Manners of Men. 

What then remains but chat you, the Right 
Reverend and Reverend Paſtors of the Church, 
in whoſePower itisto do ſuch a World of good, 
make it your great indeayour to approve yout 
ſelvesPaſtors according roGod's own heart. Bleſ- 
ſed be God, -our. Church hath hitherto aboug- 
ded.with ſuch Paſtors as have not only been 
ſent forth by Biſhops, who in an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion have derived their Authority to ſend 
em from the Apoſtles, as they did theirs from 
our Saviour (and hitherto God be praiſed ow 


Church hath known no other) bur haye alb 


been as Renowned fortheir Learning and pro 
found Science in Religion, and as conſpicuous 
Examples of.true ſubſtantial Piety and. Vertue, 
asany that any Church in the World can boal 
of : and by the great earneſt he hath this day 
given us.of his kind Intentions for the fucure, 
we-have incouragement to, hope. that he wil 
not only continue, but multiply 'em, and fi 
more 
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more and more improve the glory of our 
Church, by giving her more and more Paſtors 
after his own heart; that ſo under their wiſe and 
piousConduCt,ſhe may not only continue what 
ſhe is, viz, by many degrees the beſt and pureſt 
Church in the World ; but may ſtill increaſe 
in Strength, and Beauty and PerfeCtion ; and 
that ſhe that hath born the ſhock of ſo many 
Angry Storms , may ſtill ftand firm, like a 
Rock of Adamant, againſt the noiſy Billows 
that are driven againſt her, and ſtill force 'em 
to retire in empty foam and fury, till by their 
vain attempts they have wearied themſelves 
into ſmaller Waves, and are at laſt compoſed 
into a Calm. For which end Grant, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee, that the courſe of this World 
may be ſo ordered by thy Governance, that 
thy Church may joyfully ſerve thee in all 
Godly Quietneſs through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


FINTIS. 
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Books Written by the-ſame Anthor. 

ORor Scores Chriſtian Life, Part I. From its be- 
 ginning toirs conſuramation inGlory. Toge- 
with the ſeveral means and inſtruments of Chri- 
fianity conducing thereunto ; with direfions for Pri- 
vate Devotions, and Forms of Prayer , fitted to the- 
byeral ſtates of Chriſtians. The Fourth Edition. 

-._s Chriſtian Life, Part IT. Wherein the Funda- 
mental Principles of Chriſtian Duty are Aſſigned, Ex- 
lined and proved, Vol. I. The Second Edition. 

.--.__'s Chriſtian Life, Part TT. Wherein that Funda- 
mental Principle of Chriſtian Duty , the Doftrine of 
our Saviour's Mediation is explained and proved, . 
Vol. IL The Second Edition. ; 

.-.'; Sermon. before the Lord Mayor, Decem. 16.. 
1683. on Prov. xxiv. 21. 

-—; Sermon before the Lord Mayor, July 26. 1685. 
on 2 Sam, xviii. 28. 

's Sermon at the (helmsford Aſſizes, Ave. 31. . 
i685, on Rom, Xi. % 

---$ Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Sepe. 2. 1686. 
0 John v. 14+ 

--»'; Sermon at Sir John Buckworth's Funeral , Dec. . 
29. 1687, on Eccleſ. x1. 8. | 

---5 Sermon at Sir John Chapman's Funeral, March 
27. 1689, on Eccleſ, vii. 1. 


